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Great Britain Shocked

Immediately after the outbreak of the Pacific War the
British faced an unexpected loss when on 10th Decem-
ber 1941, they heard the shocking news that their new
powerful battleship, the Prince of Wales, had been sunk
off the east coast of the Malay Peninsula. Sir Winston
Churchill, Britain’s war-time Prime Minister, was quo-
ted as saying that the loss of the Prince of Wales was
one of the greatest shocks that he experienced during
the war.

Battleship Prince of Wales

The keel of the Prince of Wales, the second ship of the
King George V class, was laid in January 1937. Laun-
ched in May 1939, she was finally completed in March
1941. For her main armament, she was fitted with ten
35.6cm L45 main guns. Although inferior in striking
power to other battleships of her time, with more than
30% of her standard displacement of 36,727 tons con-
sisting of armor, she boasted superior defense capabili-
ties. Anticipating growing attacks from the air, she
boasted more anti-aircraft defense than any of her riv-
als, with eight dual-purpose 13.3cm twin guns, used
against both surface and air targets, seven 20mm single
AA machine guns, six 2-pound 8-barrelled pompoms,
one 40mm single gun and radar.

Hunt for Bismarck

Immediately following her commissioning, on 24th
May 1941 the Prince of Wales combined with the battle
cruiser Hood in an attack on the German battleship
Bismarck in the North Atlantic. Under the concentrated
fire of the enemy, the Hood exploded and sunk with the
Prince of Wales received hits to the bridge and to the
side plating near the water line, causing her to began to
take water. Despite technical problems forcing all her
main guns, excluding the rear turret, out of action, the
Prince of Wales was able to get three crucial hits on the
Bismarck before withdrawing to safety. Three days lat-
er the damaged Bismarck was hunted down and de-
stroyed by the Royal Navy in a massive scale sea
chase.

Battle of Malaya
On 25th October 1941, the Prince of Wales, now com-
pletely repaired, again left British waters and sailed to
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Battle of Malaya
December 8th
(D19:05 British Fleet leaves Singapore.
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December Sth

@15:15 IJN submarine I-56 spots British fleet.

(3)18:30 IUN scout plane from Yura spots British fleet.
18:45 1N scout plane from Kinu spots British fleet.
19:15 1N scout plane from Kumano spots British fleet. —

December 10th

®02:20 British fleet changes destination to Kuantan.

(5)03:40 [N submarine 1-58 attacks British fleet

without success.

(®07:55 Genzan AG takes off.

(108:14 Kanoya AG takes off.

(8)08:20 Mihoro AG takes off.

(912:45 Mihoro-Shirai SQN attacks Repulse.

(013:14 Genzan-Ishihara SQN attacks Prince of Wales. i

(13:15 Genzan-Takai SQN attacks Repulse. i

(@13:27 Mihoro-Takahashi SQN attacks Repulse. Y

(318:50 Kanoya-Nabeta/Azuma SQNs attack. N 1007

(414:03 Repuise sunk.
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(814:50 Prince of Wales sunk. 1

Singapore with the HMS Repulse. The British had in-
tended to fortify Singapore and contain the Japanese
by deploying their new battleship to the Malay Penin-
sula. After the Pacific War began on 8th December
1941, the British Eastern Fleet under Admiral Philips,
consisting of the Prince of Wales, the Repulse, and de-
stroyers Electra, Tenedos, Express and Vampire, left
Singapore to attack a Japanese convoy in Malaya. On
9th December the clouds hung low with a small storm
brewing creating ideal weather conditions for a sur-
prise attack. However, at about 18:30 the clouds
cleared and the fleet was spotted by three Japanese re-
connaissance floatplanes. By 22:00 Admiral Philips

had aborted the mission ordering the fleet to reverse

course. Receiving intelligence at around midnight that
Japanese troops had begun to land at Kuantan, he deci-
ded to meet the enemy at Kuantan and attack the Japa-
nese convoy. At 07:40 when the fleet came to a point
60 sea miles to the east of Kuantan, Admiral Philips
ordered the Express nearer to Kuantan to observe the
enemy. The Express reported that Kuantan was all qui-
et. Following further search for the enemy, the fleet
concluded the intelligence on the Japanese landing to
be false and immediately changed course, heading
back to Singapore. By this time attack bombers of the

Japanese Naval Air Force had taken off from Saigon
and Thu Dau Mot and were ready to attack upon a sig-
nal from a search plane. At 11:45 a Japanese twin-en-
gined scout plane appeared over the British fleet. Re-
ceiving its signal, “Enemy fleet in sight”, Japanese
attackers appeared over the fleet an hour later. At
12:45 the attack unit of the Mihoro Air Group from
Thu Dau Mot initiated the attack bombing the Re-
pulse. At 13:14 the Prince of Wales was attacked by
nine Type 96 “Nell” attack bombers. The Prince of
Wales received two torpedo hits, one on portside be-
hind the aft funnel and the other on the stern. With the
whole ship tilting to portside, her speed had been re-
duced to 20 knots. At 13:50 she was again attacked by
six Type 1 “Betty” attack bombers from Saigon. In
this wave she received five torpedo hits near the star-
board bow and at the stern. Despite this attack she
maintained a cruising speed of 15 knots and continued
to fire on enemy planes. With the Repulse already sent
to the bottom of the sea, the sinking of the Prince of
Wales was imminent. Level bombing started at 14:03
by eight Type 96 “Nell” bombers. The Prince of Wales
received a 500kg bomb on the starboard side of the af-
ter turret. At 14:50 she exploded and sunk stern first,
drawing a dramatic close to her short 9 month career.
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& CAUTION @Read carefully and fully understand the instructions before commencing as-
sembly. A supervising adult should also read the instructions if a child assembles the model. ®When as-
sembling this kit, tools including knives are used. Extra care should be taken to avoid personal injury. @
Read and follow the instructions supplied with paints and /or cement, if used (not included in kit). @Keep
out of reach of small children. Children must not be allowed to put parts in their mouths.@This kit contains
pointed parts. To avoid personal injury, take care when assembling and handling model after completion.
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Tools recommended
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Side cutters
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Instant cement

EV A Z(KRYJLHO.5. 2mm. 2.5mm)
Pin vise (0.5, 2, 2.5 mm bit)

FA4T
Modeling knife
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Paints required

XF-12 @BF/REE / J.N. grey

XF-20 @ =7 7LYJ LA / Medium grey
XF-21 @ 25 / Sky

XF-24 @%5—24'L- / Dark grey

XF-53@ =2—hk3JLJL / Neutral grey
XF-54@ 45— —4 L / Dark sea grey
XF-55 @ Fv#4> / Deck tan
XF-56 @ X5Uvo 5L / Metallic grey

VELA@MI L —T=ras, [ DA lavmuina

X-11 @ r0—LIL)\— / Chrome silver
X4 @ZH-17IL—/ Sky blue

XF-1 @ 75vh75v¥ / Flat black
XF-2 @ 75wk k / Flat white
XF-7 @ 75vhLwK / Flat red
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XF-11 @BE#ReE / J.N. green

XF-66@ S-r~~/L / Light grey

At the battle of Malaya in December 1941, the Prince of Wales
was painted in a complex camouflage pattern intending to
cause her enemy to misidentify her length and silhouette.
Looking from above, pom-pom gun platform and life boats
featured a different coloring to the grey surfaces of main
structures and tan wood deck. Refer to the illustrations below
and side of packaging for more detail.
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Y*Refer to the illustrations below for painting of hull. Detailed
painting is outlined in the instruction manual. @.denotes num-
ber for Tamiya Paint Color.
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Pk 36,727t 28K :227.1m 248 :31.4m Mk :97m

F=0IIWESRUYTIL—-- XF-1:1 BEY  AENEEIY —E>TY YUY WA 12500084 EAH : 29.2kt

@Dark ultramarine blue +XF-8:4 F8% 1 35.6cnfil 4%k - 28 2% - 1E  133cmERESAR - 82
SEEIN R VH - 6 A0mmESiSiEss - 12 20mmiSisrsss - 72
e G T AT Y = XE-24:2 REEFFNBURATRE S o — S R - 14488
> Dark grey green +XF-55:1 (Specifications)
Standard displacement : 36,727t Overall length : 227.1m Beam : 31.4m

Draft: 9.7m Machinery : Single-reduction geared turbines, shaft X 4

Output : 125,000hp Top speed : 29.2kt

Armament : 35.6cm quadruple gunX2 35.6cm twin gunx1

13.3cm twin high/low-angle gun X8 Eight-barreled Pom-Pom gunx6
40mm single gun X1 20mm single gun X7 Aircraft: Walrus float plane X1
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SEFATFTLT LA e XF-2:1
@ Medium grey +XF-54:2

7 o —Z ARITHE)
@ Walrus float plane

XF-55 - == il

D EFAFLT e X-14:1 xF53  ©
Medium blue +XF-2:2
+XF-7: & < 4& (small amount)

BS5ArTLATY—2 e
Light grey green

(—=CRE_EBrz=i%)
Type 1 attack bomber “Betty”

(N EE LB H)
Type 96 attack bomber “Nell”
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YWhen using stand, do not attach P1,Q1 and C16.

P2,C11 X1
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Hull assembly YWhen no color is specified, paint parts with hull color .

2mm 4/ 5 2.5mm

*ERNSNERFET,

Lower hull plate YMake holes from inside.

EIMNEDED 417
Hangar assembly

(=Y o+ — S5 XD
Walrus float plane

KT IR THA I T HIHERIFID
FirEtho

YWhen assembling hangar opened,
do not attach B34 and B35.

A20,C22 xr20 C21 xF-20

EROMHIT (mamz) AR ROBHTT BREHOBHIT
Funnel assembly Pom-pom gun assembly Bridge base assembly
XF-1
R R FE) (HEIEERE)

Pom-pom gun Gun director /}/37
*BIEED ET . *AEED ET .

(581 1m22) B41
1st funnel B36




S DFEMIIT
Bridge assembly

NERIERE

Gun director

EREESR
Bridge base

£1ER
1st funnel

TR TR~

Pom-pom gui

E2MExE
2nd funnel

A21,C23

HEEEES
Gun director

Ta
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N

B21

XF-20

SAEOD fFF
Attaching dual-purpose guns

(13.3cmiERSA) *BEED ET .

13.3cm twin high/low angle gun  *Make 8.

13.3cmEESE AT
13.3cm twin gun

B29

B27

13.3cmEE=E AT
13.3cm twin gun

L

(RATHRA XY > K)
Stand

xHE

Support
*t > THEERA
ULET,. 0.5mm
*Cut to re-
quired length.

P4,Q4,C30
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13.3cmE&EmAT
13.3cm twin gun

13.3cmEEEA
13.3cm twin gun
B DHEHIIT (E2RE) (E3xFE) IL—>DEHILT
Main gun assembly 2nd turret 3rd turret Crane assembly
N K2ABED ET B18
(1 L) Ry R s Make 2.
1st turret Ry RE Pom-pom g%
Pom-pom gm@ A16—
=

R DELD 417
Attaching turrets

E3xHE
3rd turret

FE2EFE
2nd turret

81 B
1st turret

K TVIR—LR—VIE NS —HEREERL TWET, (TE#Bam) A7 X1
Y Color painting guide is available from Tamiya’s website. Not used. P1x1,Q1x1
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