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During World War 2, the Russlan Armed Forces consisted of five main ele-
ments; the Ground Forces, Navy, Air Force, National Air Defense and
Armed Forces Support. The Ground Forces represented about 80 parcent
of the total manpower, being the largest in strength, It had approximately
5,300,000 military effectives at the outbreak of the Russo-German War in
June 1241. However, devastating damage brought by the German
Mechanized Forces resulted in more than 70 percent losses of its entire
trocp strength within five months, This fd to a rapid reorganization of the
Ground Forces, and with a help of the harsh winter climate of Russia, they
managed to repel German’s advance just in front of Moscow. Due 1o the
haavy losses, raorganized units became much smaller than before. Rifla
Forces (infantry) reduced their divisional strength from 14,483 to 10,859,
Tank Divisions, which had possessed some 20,000 armored vehicles, lost
about 70% of them at the initial stage of the war, Mos? surviving Tank Divi-
sions were disbanded, and the available tanks and crews were re-as-
signed 1o much smaller units like independent tank battalions or fank
brigades. It was in 1845, just prior 1o the end of the conflict, that the Russi-
an Armed Forces recuperated the pre-war level of thelr strength.

The main strength of the Russian counter-offensive was their tank troops.
Following concentrated fire by their artillery units, the tank troops ad-

vanced in three groups, and many infantrymen rede on the tanks of the
2nd and 3rd groups. This infantry practice was unigue to Russian tactics
and was called "Tankovly Desant”" by the Russians. Since the Russian
Ground Forees did not possess armored troop carriers fike the German
halftracks, an infantry battalion called the "Motor Rifle Unit” was attached
1o every tank brigade and assignad to ¢lose suppert the fanks, A Motor RI-
fle Unit consisted of about 500 infantrymen. PPSh-41 or PPS-43 machine
guns were equipped as standard, plus the Degtyarev Pekhotnly light
machine guns as suppor! arms. Soldiers carried as many magazines as
possible, and advanced while riding on tanks. Once encountering an
enemy’s defensive position, infantrymen would disembark from the tank,
attack the position, and then return to the tank. These infanirymen were
spearhaads of the attack, and due to enemy's defensive fire, liable to sus-
tain heavy casualties.

The standard uniform of the Russlan infantrymen during WW2 was a sim-
ple blouse called "Gymnastiarka”. Early in the conflict, greatcoats and
rain capes were often used as wintertime attire, In 1940, a quilted jacket
called “Telogretka” was introduced, but not enough quantities were sup-
plied in the beginning.
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Read carefully and fully understand the in-
structions before commencing assembly, A
supervising adult sheuld alsc read the instruc-
tions if a child assembles the model,

$Remove plating from areas 10 be cemanted.
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This mark denotes numbers for Tamiya Paint
colors,

¥-10 @A | Gun metal | MetalkGrau [ Gris acler

X-18 @+E3/0X7Fw ¥ [ Semi gloss biack /
Seldenglanz Schwarz [ Noir satiné
XF-7 @ 7%y blyF / Flat red / Matt Rot / Rouge mat

XF-10 @ 7% F7522~ | Flat brown / Matt Braun /
Brun mat

XF-15 @ 75w b lwi-a [ Flat flesh /
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.Whera ﬂssembiing thig kit touls including Smi'
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#Extra equipments are included, Use them as you like.
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